*   .The Royal Chaplain    *

to reward and encourage him he foretold his elevation
thrice to the throne of Pagan. Students declare that the
being has already twice been king/

'What were the names of those two kings?' asked
Yazathingyan, rather apprehensive of what was coming.

'One of them was Sale Nga Kwe, who reigned at the
beginning of the dynasty. The other was Narathu, who
died eighty-four years ago/

eMy recollection is that both of them left a bad re-
putation/ said Yazathingyan, still more perturbed.

"That is the case/ answered the Chaplain. 'Nga Kwe
is chiefly remembered for the following anecdote. It
appears that before he became king he was the slave of
a hard master, a rich man of Sale. Later, during his
reign, whenever he laid hands on men who resembled
his late master, he had them thrown into a pond and
there pierced them with his lance from the back of an
elephant, calling them pigs. This sport was considered
so disgraceful by his ministers that one day they in-
duced his groom to cut the howdah girths when he was
in the pond. The howdah slipped and the King fell with
it. While he was struggling in the mud, they despatched
him/

'And Narathu?' enquired Yazathingyan. *I seem to
remember that he murdered his chief queen/

*Yes, he stabbed his wife in the fourth year of his
reign because she found fault with him for not wash-
ing; he poisoned his brother though he had sworn to
stand by him; he was hated by the people and eventu-
ally was assassinated/

"The story comes back to me/ said Yazathingyan.
*Both Nga Kwe and Narathu are generally held to have
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